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A Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom



Dear Friend,

My name is Gvantsa, and I’'m a student in the 11th grade from a small town in Georgia —
Poti. I’'m writing this letter to you not only as a peer, but also as a fellow young person who is
growing — both physically and spiritually — and who strives and fights for a better future.

Independence is a great achievement in Georgia’s history — for centuries, the country fought
to preserve its identity. The road to independence was long and difficult. Over the centuries,
Georgia was under the influence of various empires — first Persia, then the Ottoman Empire,
and finally Russia and the Soviet Union. Despite numerous attempts to gain independence,
Georgia had a real opportunity only in 1991, when the Soviet Union collapsed.

On April 9, 1991 — following the tragic and violent dispersal of a peaceful demonstration in
Thilisi on April 9, 1989 — the people of Georgia unanimously expressed their will to restore
independence. This was followed by the Act of Restoration of Independence of Georgia.

However, declaring independence was only the first step. The 1990s were a difficult and
exhausting period for the country — economic crisis, wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
civil unrest, and political instability. These events severely damaged both state institutions
and the public’s morale and development.

Despite the challenges, independence allowed society to express itself freely, to begin
building democratic institutions, and to gradually develop a sense of national consciousness.
At the same time, the Georgian people were given the opportunity to restore their culture and
language — the two pillars that have been essential for preserving national identity throughout
the centuries.

Today, society has changed significantly — young people think more freely, they strive
toward European ideals, and they take a more active civic stance. The media has become
more diverse. Citizens have the freedom to make choices. Yet, there are still serious problems
in our modern society — poverty, corruption, political polarization, and limited participation
of various social groups in public life.

As for “true” independence — I believe it is not just a political status. True independence
requires not only the protection of territorial integrity, but also spiritual and intellectual
freedom, justice, the protection of human rights, a tolerant society, and an educated
generation. In this sense, modern Georgia is not yet fully independent, but the progress is
positive and promising.

In recent years, Georgia has drawn closer to European values — such as the rule of law,
human rights protection, equality, and democratic governance. The Association Agreement
with the European Union, visa liberalization, and the granting of EU candidate status confirm
the country’s aspiration toward these values.

I would like to share my view with you: freedom is not just a status — it is a daily struggle,
education, solidarity, and tolerance. Maybe my country has to work harder to achieve full



freedom and independence compared to EU member states, but I’'m sure you understand the
responsibility that you and I, and our peers around the world, carry not only to past
generations, but also to future ones. I hope that most of our peers take this responsibility very
seriously, critically, and with great care.

With respect,
Gvantsa Jgerenaia

19.05.2025



